Abudraham on Avot

Source Sheet by Tim Motz

Siddur Ashkenaz, Weekday, Shacharit,
Amidah, Patriarchs

Blessed are You, Adonoy, our God, and
God of our fathers

God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and God
of Jacob

The Almighty, the Great, the Powerful, the
Awesome, most high Almighty

Who bestows beneficent kindness, Who

possesses everything

Who remembers the piety of the Patriarchs,
and Who brings a redeemer to their

children’s children, for the sake of His

Name, with love.

King, Helper, and Deliverer and Shield.

Blessed are You, Adonoy, Shield of
Abraham.

Abudarham, Weekday Prayers, Morning
Blessings

And when they come out, a person should
take their hands and say the blessing:

Baruch attah YHWH [elokeinu melech ha-
olam, asher kiddshanu bmitzvotav vitsivanu

al netilat yadayim.]
Based on the verse (Psalms 119:12):

‘Blessed are you YHWH, teach me your

laws’
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And Baruch is not meant to be understood
as a passive [blessed]. Rather, it is like
rachum or channun: Hashem is self-
contained, Hashem is the source of
blessings and, does not receive them from
others.

Elokeinu, Our Gd. Because of the verse
(Exodus 20:2):

‘I am YHWH your Gd [Who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, the house of

slaves]’

And because of the verse (Deuteronomy

6:4):

‘Hear oh Israel, YHWH is our Gd,
YHWH is one’

Abudarham, Weekday Prayers, Amidah
15-17

Praised are You Adonai, our God: We
have already explained in the introduction
that there is an expression of God’s
sovereignty in this blessing.

God of our fathers and then, God of
Abraham, God of Isaac, and God of
Jacob. Is based on what the Holy One said
to Moses: “The God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, etc.” (Ex. 3:15)

The God Great, Powerful, and Awesome,
is based on a verse in Scripture. (Deut.
10:17) It alludes to the three worlds: the
uppermost world, the world of the angels;
the middle world, the world of the celestial
spheres and stars; and the lower world, the
world of action.

The Great is a reference to the world of
angels since the name implies that it is the
greatest of all of them.
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The Powerful is the world of the celestial
spheres and stars since God causes the

celestial spheres to revolve.

The Awesome is the lowly world which is
the world of action since through God’s
awesome power God causes those who
dwell in material homes to see that He is
Awesome.

And after one mentions that the Holy One
is to be praised in the three worlds, one
says, The most high Almighty, based on
the expression, “And blessed be God Most
High,” (Gen 14:20)

(16) Who bestows beneficent kindness, is
based on “He bestowed upon them

according to His mercy and His great

kindness,” (Is. 63:7)

Better than the kindness that human
beings bestow (on one another) for “God is

good to all,” (Ps. 145:9)

Who creates (koneh) everything, This is
based on, “He is creator of (koneh) the
heavens and the earth. (Gen. 14:19)

God remembers the kindness (hasdei) of
the Patriarchs, as is stated: “Then will I
remember My covenant with Jacob,” (Lev.

26:42)

And also, “I remembered the kindness
(besed) of your youth.” (Jer. 2:2)

Who brings a redeemer is based on, “He
shall come as redeemer to Zion.” (Is.

59:20)

(17) In love: This is based on, “Eternal love

I conceived for you then.” (Jer. 31:3)

God is King based on the verse, “God is
our king.” (Is. 33:22)

God is Helper, based on the verse, "And
the And YHWH helps them." (Ps. 37:40)
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God is Deliverer, based on the verse, “Its
deliverer in time of trouble,” (Jer. 14:8)

And Shield: Based on the verse “You are a
protecting Shield.” (Deut. 33:19)

Praised are You Adonai, Shield of
Abraham. As is stated, ““Fear not, Abram,
I am a shield to you.” (Gen.15:1)

It is also based on what Moses said at the
end of his blessing: “A people delivered by

Adonai, your protecting Shield.” (Deut.
33:29)

Psalms 119:9-16
(9) How can a young man keep his way
pure? By holding to Your word.

(10) I have turned to You with all my heart;

do not let me stray from Your

commandments.

(11) In my heart I treasure Your promise;
therefore I do not sin against You.

(12) Blessed are You, O LORD;

train me in Your laws.

(13) With my lips I rehearse

all the rules You proclaimed.

(14) I rejoice over the way of Your decrees
as over all riches.

(15) I study Your precepts; I regard Your

ways;

(16) I take delight in Your laws; I will not
neglect Your word.

Exodus 20:1-3
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(1) God spoke all these words, saying

(2) I M am your God who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, the house of
bondage:

(3) You shall have no other gods besides
Me.

Exodus 3:13-17

(13) Moses said to God, “When I come to
the Israelites and say to them, “The God of
your fathers’ [house] has sent me to you,
and they ask me, “What is [God’s] name?’
what shall I say to them?”

(14) And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh-
Asher-Ehyeh,” continuing, “Thus shall you
say to the Israelites, ‘Ehyeh sent me to

3%

you.

(15) And God said further to Moses,
“Thus shall you speak to the Israelites:
M the God of your fathers’ [house] —
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob—has sent me to
you:

This shall be My name forever,
This My appellation for all eternity.

(16) “Go and assemble the elders of Israel
and say to them: M, the God of your
fathers’ [house]—the God of Abraham,
[saac, and Jacob—has appeared to me and
said, ‘T have taken note of you and of what
is being done to you in Egypt

(17) and I have declared: I will take you out
of the misery of Egypt to the land of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, to
a land flowing with milk and honey.’

Deuteronomy 10:12-20
(12) And now, O Israel, what does your
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God M demand of you? Only this: to
revere your God M, to walk only in
divine paths, to love and to serve your God
M with all your heart and soul

(13) keeping Mi”’s commandments and
laws, which I enjoin upon you today, for
your good.

(14) Mark, the heavens to their uttermost
reaches belong to your God M, the earth
and all that is on it!

(15) Yet it was to your ancestors that M
was drawn out of love for them, so that
you, their lineal descendants, were chosen
from among all peoples—as is now the

case.

(16) Cut away, therefore, the thickening
about your hearts and stiffen your necks no

more.

(17) For your God M is God supreme
and Lord supreme, the great, the mighty,
and the awesome God, who shows no
favor and takes no bribe

(18) but upholds the cause of the fatherless
and the widow, and befriends the stranger,
providing food and clothing.

(19) You too must befriend the stranger, for
you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

(20) You must revere M7 only your God
shall you worship, to [God] shall you hold

fast, and by God’s name shall you swear.

Genesis 14:16-24

(16) He [Abram] brought back all the
possessions; he also brought back his
kinsman Lot and his possessions, and the
women and the rest of the people.

(17) When he returned from defeating
Chedorlaomer and the kings with him, the
king of Sodom came out to meet him in
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the Valley of Shaveh, which is the Valley of
the King.

(18) And King Melchizedek of Salem
brought out bread and wine; he was a

priest of God Most High.

(19) He blessed him, saying, “Blessed be
Abram of God Most High, Creator of
heaven and earth.

(20) And blessed be God Most High, Who
has delivered your foes into your hand.”
And [Abram] gave him a tenth of
everything.

(21) Then the king of Sodom said to
Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the
possessions for yourself.”

(22) But Abram said to the king of Sodom,
“I swear to M, God Most High, Creator
of heaven and earth:

(23) I will not take so much as a thread or a
sandal strap of what is yours; you shall not
say, ‘It is I who made Abram rich.’

Isaiah 63:7-9

(7) I will recount GOD’s kind acts, GOD’s
praises— For all that GOD has wrought
for us, The vast bounty to the House of
Israel That was bestowed upon them,

According to God’s mercy and great
kindness.

(8) [God] thought: Surely they are My
people, Children who will not play false.
So [God] was their Deliverer.

9) In all their troubles [God] was troubled,
And the angel of the divine Presence
delivered them. In love and pity It was
[God] who redeemed them, Raised them,
and exalted them All the days of old.

Psalms 145:7-11
(7) They shall celebrate Your abundant

PRY NI MIY PRETIN I WY
7781

ony Xo¥in avw TR PRI (m)
TRy P87 170 X )

R87 B2X T2 N TR @)
W) 2RY P TPy

TIY ATV TPLY PR 91929 )
1930 pyn 1 113

770 DRI DOV N (%)
MR W) wRlT

NN B0 TR DA MR (39)
W DY TP Y O MmN T

IPROR) vim7iw T bR o)
WY I NN K7 TN
R

=10 1YW

P93 M nvan PR A)T 01 0
2% 20737 M NITWR 9D
2921 Y2073 D’??,n'wx 5N1W’
IRn

MpYY XY 212 79T nYTIR Wk ()
YIn? Oy

TR 7% [17] (X9) 1207187722 @

X7 RN NN DYV i
[0 R DNWI) DR DN

RM='117" NP 2>’ nn


https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.63.7-9
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.63.7-9
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.63.7-9
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.63.7-9
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.145.7-11
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.145.7-11
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.145.7-11
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.145.7-11
Timothy Motz
7


goodness, and sing joyously of Your
beneficence.

(8) The LORD is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in kindness.

(9) The LORD is good to all, and His

mercy is upon all His works.

(10) All Your works shall praise You, O
LORD, and Your faithful ones shall bless
You.

(11) They shall talk of the majesty of Your
kingship, and speak of Your might,

Leviticus 26:39-44

(39) Those of you who survive shall be
heartsick over their iniquity in the land of
your enemies; more, they shall be heartsick
over the iniquities of their forebears;

(40) and they shall confess their iniquity
and the iniquity of their forebears, in that
they trespassed against Me, yea, were
hostile to Me.

(41) When 1, in turn, have been hostile to
them and have removed them into the land
of their enemies, then at last shall their
obdurate heart humble itself, and they shall
atone for their iniquity.

(42) Then will I remember My covenant
with Jacob; I will remember also My
covenant with Isaac, and also My
covenant with Abraham; and I will
remember the land.

(43) For the land shall be forsaken of them,
making up for its sabbath years by being
desolate of them, while they atone for their
iniquity; for the abundant reason that they
rejected My rules and spurned My laws.

(44) Yet, even then, when they are in the
land of their enemies, I will not reject them
or spurn them so as to destroy them,
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annulling My covenant with them: for I
M am their God.

Jeremiah 2:1-3
(1) The word of GOD came to me, saying,

(2) Go proclaim to Jerusalem: Thus said
GOD: I accounted to your favor The
devotion of your youth, Your love as a
bride — How you followed Me in the
wilderness, In a land not sown.

(3) Israel was holy to GOD, The first fruits
of God’s harvest. All who ate of it were
held guilty; Disaster befell them —declares
GOD.

Isaiah 59:19-21

(19) From the west, they shall revere GOD’s
name, And from the east, the divine
Presence. For [God] shall come like a
hemmed-in stream That the wind of the

ETERNAL drives on

(20) [God] shall come as redeemer to

Zion, To those in Jacob who turn back
from sin —declares GOD.

(21) And this shall be My covenant with
them, said GOD: My spirit that is upon
you, and the words that I have placed in
your mouth, shall not be absent from your
mouth, nor from the mouth of your
children, nor from the mouth of your
children’s children—said GOD—from

now on, for all time.

Jeremiah 31:1-5

(1) At that time—declares GOD—I will be
God to all the clans of Israel, and they shall
be My people.

(2) Thus said GOD: The people escaped
from the sword, Found favor in the
wilderness; When Israel was marching
homeward
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(3) GOD was revealed long ago. Eternal
love I conceived for you then; Therefore I
continue My grace to you.

(4) I will build you firmly again, O Maiden
Israel! Again you shall take up your hand-
drums And go forth to the rhythm of the
dancers.

(5) Again you shall plant vineyards On the
hills of Samaria; You shall plant and live to
enjoy the fruit.

Isaiah 33:20-24

(20) When you gaze upon Zion, our city of
assembly, Your eyes shall behold Jerusalem
As a secure homestead, A tent not to be
transported, Whose pegs shall never be

pulled up, And none of whose ropes shall
break.

(21) For there GOD in divine greatness
shall be for us Like a region of rivers, of
broad streams, Where no floating vessels
can sail And no mighty craft can travel—
Their ropes are slack, They cannot steady
the sockets of their masts, They cannot

spread a sail.

(22) For GOD shall be our ruler, GOD
shall be our monarch, GOD shall be our
sovereign And shall deliver us.

(23) Then shall indeed much spoil be
divided, Even the lame shall seize booty

(24) And no one who lives there shall say, “I
am sick”; It shall be inhabited by folk

whose sin has been forgiven.

Psalms 37:37-40
(37) Mark the blameless, note the upright,
for there is a future for the man of shalom.

(38) But transgressors shall be utterly
destroyed, the future of the wicked shall be
cut off.
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(39) The deliverance of the righteous comes
from the LORD, their stronghold in time
of trouble.

(40) The LORD helps them and rescues
them, rescues them from the wicked and
delivers them, for they seek refuge in
Him.

Jeremiah 14:7-9

(7) Though our iniquities testify against us,
Act, O ETERNAL One, for the sake of
Your name; Though our rebellions are
many And we have sinned against You.

(8) O Hope of Israel, Its deliverer in time
of trouble, Why are You like a stranger in
the land, Like a traveler who stops only
for the night?

(9) Why are You like a man who is stunned,
Like a warrior who cannot give victory? Yet
You are in our midst, O ETERNAL One,
And Your name is attached to us— Do not
forsake us!

Deuteronomy 33:27-29

(27) The ancient God is a refuge, A support
are the arms everlasting. He drove out the
enemy before you By His command:
Destroy!

(28) Thus Israel dwells in safety,
Untroubled is Jacob’s abode, In a land of
grain and wine, Under heavens dripping
dew.

(29) O happy Israel! Who is like you, A
people delivered by M1, Your protecting
Shield, your Sword triumphant! Your
enemies shall come cringing before you,

And you shall tread on their backs.

Genesis 15:1-4
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(1) Some time later, the word of M
came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,

Abram,

I am a shield to you; Your reward shall be
very great.”

(2) But Abram said, “O lord M, what can
You give me, seeing that I shall die
childless, and the one in charge of my
household is Dammesek Eliezer!”

(3) Abram said further, “Since You have
granted me no offspring, my steward will
be my heir.”

(4) The word of M came to him in reply,
“That one shall not be your heir; none but
your very own issue shall be your heir.”
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